1880]                A SCOTTISH DEPARTMENT                   139

appealed to, thought there was no fear that the project
would mature. Lord Reay, the Dutch diplomatist
who had succeeded to an ancient Scottish title and
had married a wealthy Scottish wife, was a regular
correspondent of Rosebery's and kept him posted on
party politics and on doings in Scotland. He had
written at length in the summer (July 3rd and 8th)
about Heriot's Hospital in Edinburgh, now the subject
of parliamentary inquiry and bandied about between
the Home Secretary, the President of the Council, and
the Lord Advocate. This was a typical example of the
eddies in which Scottish parliamentary business was
made to swirl; and more and more its reform became
Rosebery's main preoccupation. At Mentmore in
October he had this out with Sir William Harcourt,
and found a sympathetic hearer in the Home Secre-
tary, who enjoyed Scottish visits and Scottish sport,
but did not wish to be plagued with the settlement of
Scottish problems in the company of a Lord Advocate
of whom he had a poor opinion. He agreed that there
ought to be a distinct Scottish Department, with a
full-blown Minister. At the close of the year he
explained that he had written to Gladstone (December
23rd) on the basis of Rosebery's representation :

" But the only reply was that his whole mind was full of
Ireland, and that; the land of brown heath and shaggy wood '
must wait for the inhabitants of the shores of the melancholy
ocean. He also told me that I had a Solicitor-General and
should have a Lord Advocate soon to help me, which looked
as if he thought the whole thing was a fit of laziness on my
part, which is not the fact. So it is clear that we must wait
for the mollia tempora fandi, and if we survive Ireland, we
will yet do justice to Scotland. You may rely on my not letting
the thing drop, as you have convinced me more than ever of
its expediency.

" Yours ever,

" W. V. H."

The fruit of this agreement was not long in ripening,
as will be seen directly.